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Up close and personal with Mr. O
Hello Mr. Opposition. Thank you for your time.  

Thank you for inviting me! I’ve never had an interview 
before. (I’m a little bit nervous) 

Don’t worry, you’ll be fine. I’m sure you’ve done more 
difficult things than this. Besides, you have a lot of 
fans! 

I do? 

Sure. Lots of kids (and grown-ups) know your story 
and are eager to know more about you. 

I’m flattered! 

Why don’t we get started. This is one of the very first 
questions that came in. It’s a tough one: what is your 
greatest fear? 

Oh wow! That's tough. Let's see... before I 
met Marie Curie, I feared anything Super 
Evil Nemesis said was frightening. I didn't 
even think about it because he never let us 
figure anything out for ourselves. We just 
had to take his word for it. So if he said 
something was scary, we were afraid.   

Can you give us an example? 

Well, one time he told us that marshmallows ere dangerous. He said that if we ate too many, 
we would turn into marshmallows! Minions love marshmallows, especially in our hot chocolate, 
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but we didn't want to turn into them. So, we gave Super Evil Nemesis all our marshmallows. 
Later, I found out that he just didn't want to share! He was hoarding all the marshmallows to 
put in his hot chocolate. 

That wasn’t very nice of him.  

Right? Now that I know Marie Curie (and I know that marshmallows aren't dangerous), my 
greatest fear is Super Evil Nemesis! He's out there and he's tricking people and creatures into 
doing whatever he wants by making them afraid.  

Ok, here’s another question that came in.  What is your favorite science experiment? 

I am very excited about some of the experiments being run by scientists 
today studying particles: what they're made of and how they come 

together to create matter. 

How do they do that?  

Well, they have built a giant magnetic donut. 

A donut! I love donuts.  

But this isn't a donut you eat. It's a machine full of particles flying all over the place and 
crashing into each other at the speed of light. Scientists are studying what's left over from the 
crashes to figure out how the particles come together in the first place. It's a bit like dropping a 
LEGO structure and then trying to rebuild it without instructions. 

That must be really difficult! 

It is. It takes a lot of time and a lot persistent people. But, thanks to experiments like these, we 
now understand how the universe works. That’s why this is my favorite experiment. 

Amazing! Speaking of favorites, what is your favorite animal?  

I love narwhals, the unicorns of the sea. Did you know? Their ‘horn’ is not a horn at all, but a 
tooth! 

That’s funny! And what is your favorite food?  

I definitely love marshmallows. I also really like bananas. Buy my favorite food is Paczek. It's a 
Polish dessert like a donut stuffed with jam or fruit. Delicious! 

Favorite book? 

Perhaps you’ve heard of it, Marie Curie and the Power of Persistence.  

What about your favorite movie?  
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It hasn’t been made yet, but I’m hoping someday to star as the dashing Mr. O 
in Marie Curie and the Power of Persistence, the Movie! 

I think that would be my favorite movie too! I’m sure you would be very good in that 
role.  

I do have a lot of experience. 

Mr. O on how to become a Super Science Hero
Let’s see. Oh, this next question is a really important one. What have you learned from 
Marie’s determination? Didn’t it inspire you to be determined as well? Shouldn’t you 
have persisted in your opposition? 

That is an important question. You know what though, I did persist! I kept trying and trying and 
trying to defeat her, ever since she was a little girl. But in the end, Marie Curie defeated me. 
And do know why? 

Because she was more persistent? 

She was. But mostly it was because I was just doing what Super Evil Nemesis told me to do.   It 
wasn't really something I thought was important. 

That’s not a very good reason to do something.  

Exactly! At first, I didn't even think about it. That's what being a minion is all about. You just do 
what you're told to do. But when I began paying attention to what Marie was doing, it was so 
interesting! I actually wanted to see what else she could discover. I didn't want to stop her! 

Were you worried that Super Evil Nemesis would be mad? 

He was mad, and very! And a mad Super Evil Nemesis is quite scary. But I learned something 
important from Marie and that helped me do the right thing. 

What is that?  

Courage. It takes a lot of courage to persist in doing what you think is right. I didn’t make things 
easy for Marie, but she never gave up. And it wasn’t because someone else was telling her to 
keep going, but because she was doing something that mattered to her. She was doing 
important work that made the world a better place.  

That’s true. 

And it made me realize that sometimes we say or do things that are wrong. But 
when we realize we’re wrong, we need the courage to stop and do the right thing. 
The more time I spent with Marie, the more I realized that I was wrong to try and 
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stop her. Instead, I stopped myself! And I'm glad I did. I don't mind that Marie 
defeated me. My life is a lot better with all these amazing discoveries she made. 
And besides, now I get to keep working with other interesting scientists instead 
of always hanging out with boring Super Evil Nemesis.  

This is a good transition to the next question: how do you think people 
will learn more about the world if scientists like Marie give up at the 
slightest obstacle? 

You're right. The thing is, Super Evil Nemesis doesn't want people to learn anything about the 
world . That way, he can just tell them whatever he wants. If people don't know the truth, they 
will believe him and he can make them do whatever he wants. That's how he controls them. 

That sounds a bit scary. 

It is. So it's good that there are scientists like Marie Curie (and many others) who don't give in 
to bullies like Super Evil Nemesis. We need people who have the courage to persist and try to 
understand why things are the way they are. It’s people like that who show us the most 
interesting and beautiful things. 

Mr. O on the pleasure of figuring things out
What is one of the most interesting and beautiful things you’ve learned? 

Ah! Well, because I spent so much time living in a deep, dark cave, I never saw the sky until 
Super Evil Nemesis sent me out on my mission. The sky is beautiful! It’s amazing how many 
different colors it can be. My favorite color is when the sky is a deep blue with cottony white 
clouds floating by.  

Do you know why the sky is blue and the clouds are white?  

I don’t. Do you? 

I do. First, let me tell you a little bit about sunlight. What color is light? 

Plain white. 

That's how it appears, but it's actually made up of all the colors of the 
rainbow. The colors are all packed into each ray of sun. You can see this 
if you hold a prism up to the light. The prism will break up the light, 
separating each of the colors. 

I have seen that! 

But there's more. Light travels in waves, and each color is a different kind of 
wave. Some colors-like red-are long, lazy waves. Blue is short and choppy. And others are 
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all in between. 

That's so interesting. But how does that make the sky look blue? 

Well, when the sunlight enters the earth's atmosphere, it crashes into thousands of tiny 
air molecules. These molecules act like mini prisms that break up the sunlight-separating 
it into all of its colors. After that, the waves are scattered in all directions. The longer 
waves usually pass right through the atmosphere, but the shorter waves disperse in all 
directions. Is blue  long or a short wave? 

A short wave! 

That's right. So when you look up, there's blue everywhere because the blue waves are 
scatted in all directions.  

I didn't know that. But wait... if the sky is blue, what makes the clouds white? 

Inside a cloud, the sunlight is scattered by large drops of water and the droplets scatter 
all the colors almost equally. The cloud’s color is basically the combination of all the color 
waves together. 

White! 

Exactly.  

Thank you for explaining that.   

You’re very welcome. And thank you for your time, Mr. Opposition. Good luck with all of 
your projects.  

Thanks!  

(How did I do? I was so nervous!) 

(You did great!)
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